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Birth of The Skunk Works® – 17 June 1943

Hall Hibbard and Kelly Johnson

Top Secret XP-80 Design

The Objective:
Immediate Development and Delivery 
of Jet Fighters to Europe to Counter 

German Jets Attacking Allied
Bomber Formations 
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Skunk Works® – Disruptive Speed / Agility

A-12 / SR-71   32  Months

F-117  31  MonthsU-2  8 Months

YF-22  48 Months X-35 49  Months

Urgent National Needs… Disruptive Designs Delivered Fast
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Aviation Innovation Drivers
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• Peers Closing Tech Gap

• Rapidly Expanding & 
Adapting Military Threats

• Proliferating Commercial 
Competitors

• Time For Game Change 
With American Innovation
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Renaissance In American Aviation Innovation
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Future Fighters Commercial Aircraft

Unmanned Air Systems



© 2019 Lockheed Martin Corporation. All Rights Reserved.

AIRCRAFT FEATURES
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Skunk Works®
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NASA STRATEGIC IMPLEMENTATION PLAN
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X-59: BREAK THROUGH IN BOOM NOISE REDUCTION

Opens Door To Over-Land Supersonic Flight
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Focusing on Performance and Execution


